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Double Entry Reader Response Journals 

 

The left hand column of the journal is the place to 
document what you learned from the reading.  This 
is where you put facts from the book and plot 
details.  This should include a few quotations for 
each entry. 

The right hand column is where you record 
your reactions to this material. This section 
should be in 1st person. To do a good job on 
this, you will need to make it personal--no one 
else could write what you write.  
 

The left hand column may include any (but certainly 
not all) of the following types of notes: 
 
• Quotations from reading with page numbers—
passages that truly resonate with you 
 
• Continuation of your lists of things that the 
soldiers carried (concrete and abstract) 
 
• Notes  
 
• Main ideas  
 
• Facts/Concepts/Evidence  
 
• Key terms / New terms / Definitions of difficult 
vocabulary words or foreign phrases 
 
• Illustrations (pictures, graphs, drawings, concept 
webs)  
 
• Questions  
 
• Responses to specific questions  
 
• Descriptions of events  
 

The right hand column may include any (but 
certainly not all) of the following types of 
personal responses: 
 
• Immediate reactions / personal reactions 
 
• Reactions after learning new information 
about the topic  
 
• Answers to questions  
 
• What more would you like to learn?  
 
• Agree? Disagree? Why?  
 
• What you understand/don't understand  
 
• Compare/Contrast (possible Venn diagram) 
 
• Connections to other sources (books, TV, 
movies, school info., personal experience, 
etc.)/to what you already know  
 
• Your interpretation of what you experienced  
 
• Why is your question important?  
 
• Perspective/Bias  
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Double Entry Reader Response Journals 

 

Example from the beginning of The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak 
 

The left hand column of the journal is the place to 
document what you learned from the reading.  This is 
where you put facts from the book and plot details. 

The right hand column is where you record your 
reactions to this material. This section should be in 1st 
person. To do a good job on this, you will need to 
make it personal--no one else could write what you 
write.  

Prologue 
“a mountain range of rubble” (1) 

 
 
 
 
The beginning of the first chapter is titled  

“Death and Chocolate” (3) 
 
 

 
“First the colors. Then the humans. That’s usually how 
I see things” (3). 
 
Narrator is (according to himself) amiable, agreeable, 
affable, but not nice.  Fair. 
 
“It suffices to say that at some point in time, I will be 
standing over you, as genially as possible.  Your soul 
will be in my arms…. I will carry you gently away” (4). 
 
“…my one saving grace is distraction. It keeps me 
sane. It helps me cope” (4). 
 
Makes distractions his vacations—making the best 
out of a bad situation (5) 
 
Troubled by the “leftover humans” (5)—the survivors.  
Clearly feels sympathy for people.  Death is not an evil 
character—he is simply performing a grueling job. 

 
 
 
 
accordion—mentioned, but 
not yet explained 
 

Death sees the book thief (whoever that is) three 
times. 

 
A mountain range is large and strong—massive, 
whereas rubble is debris, broken stuff.  The first 
image, before the book even begins, is of 
destruction—of something mighty being reduced to 
something of little value. 
 
This is an interesting juxtaposition.  Death is obviously 
negative, whereas most people have positive 
associations with chocolate.  Perhaps death will have 
a sweet side in this book? 
 
Who is the narrator?  Is he human? 
 
 
 
 
Is the narrator death?  The grim reaper? 
 
This I can relate to. If your life is filled with death and 
sorrow, then clearly you would want to escape.  
Distractions are a means of escape.  When I don’t 
want to deal with the world around me, I also try to 
escape.  In the car when traffic is driving me crazy—
like it does everyday during my hour-each-way 
commute—I listen to audio books.  The books, when 
they’re good, distract me from the stop and go traffic, 
the exhaust billowing from giant SUVs, and the 
thoughts that we are destroying our planet with out 
single occupancy vehicle commuting (and I’m just as 
guilty as everyone else).  I distract myself when there 
are chores I don’t want to do—sometimes this is 
more in the vein of procrastination.  Yes, I can relate 
to this character of death.  And I like the idea that 
colors are his distractions.  He is easing his mind by 
focusing on beauty.  He is seeing and yet being blind 
to the world.  He is focus on the art of a shade rather 
than the reality of a depressing picture.  I might try 
this myself. 

 


